
The year was 1926 and greenkeeping 
associations were just starting to pop up around 
the country.   The New Jersey boys were one of 
those pioneering groups. They first met at John 
Anderson’s Crestmont Country Club to hear him 
speak of the need for unity and brotherhood 
amongst fellow greenkeepers. Anderson’s 
dynamic personality impressed the small group 
and they left Crestmont that day having sown the 
seeds for what would become the New Jersey 
Greenkeeping Association. Curiously, John 
Anderson- a leader among leaders- wasn’t chosen 
to become the first president. That historical 
footnote belongs to a gentleman by the name of 
Riggs Miller. 
 
Fast forward to 1998. The 75th anniversary of the 
GCSANJ was three years away and it was 
suggested that a history of the association be put 
in writing. I don’t remember if I was asked or if I 
volunteered, but I do remember having a 
tremendous amount of fun researching and 
writing it. The process started by going through 
six dusty cardboard boxes filled with three 
quarters of a century of papers, directories and 
meeting minutes. As was my good fortune, the 
late Dr. Henry Indyk at some point during his 
tenure as Executive Director of the association, 
had all the paperwork neatly cataloged and filed 
by year starting with 1926. This provided the bulk 
of association history but there were some gaps 
that needed to be filled and trips to the USGA 
research library was necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 

Fisher Ad

T H E  G R E E N E R S I D E    |  1 2  

But this was the late 1990s and researching skills 
were only as good as your knowledge of the 
Dewey Decimal System and the operation of the 
two animals known as the Microfiche and the 
Microfilm machines. The internet was in its 
infancy and historical databases were pretty 
much nonexistent. I was barely computer literate 
anyway. So after months of using these old-school 
research techniques, countless revisions and fact 
checking, the GCSANJ 75th Anniversary Journal 
was published and sent to members for their 
reading pleasure. But what about Riggs Miller? 
 
   

By  Doug Vogel Golf Course Superintendent, Preakness Valley Golf Course
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Riggs Miller was listed in the 1932 membership 
directory as having been the first president of the 
association serving from 1926-1927. He was the 
greenkeeper of the Richmond County Country 
Club in Staten Island and he was a charter 
member as well. Yes, a greenkeeper from New 
York was New Jersey’s first president. And that’s 
all the information I could come up with in 1998 
about Riggs Miller.   
 
In the ensuing years, the internet exploded and 
became a powerful resource-a researchers dream 
come true. Newspaper and magazine archives 
where made available. Club histories, historical 
photos, and film could be searched all from the 
comfort of your desk. Type a few words and the 
Google search engine spewed out pages and 
pages of previously unknown Riggs Miller 
information. I learned Riggs Miller came over 
from England and established himself as a top- 
notch greenkeeper in the Metropolitan area. He 
was a prolific writer on greenkeeping topics 
having been published in The National 
Greenkeeper, Golfdom, and Golf Illustrated. He 
was an active charter member of the National 
Association of Greenkeepers of America (now 
GCSAA). He became a naturalized citizen on 
December 2, 1930 while living at 123 Bache Ave 
in the New Dorp section of Staten Island while 
employed by Richmond County CC. 
 

Twenty years ago I had little information on Miller 
but now I’m able to Google Earth his address and 
see that the house he lived in still exists! 
 
And then there is the smoking gun I recently 
unearthed with all this new technology about our 
first president. Mr. Miller authored his articles 
under the name T.H. Riggs-Miller. His obituary 
revealed that he moved to the Midwest and set up 
a turf and architecture business and his full name 
was Thomas Henry Riggs-Miller. My original 
research led me to believe that Riggs was his first 
name. And why wouldn’t I? All our association 
files were printed or written Riggs Miller. No 
initials, no first names. Just Riggs Miller.  Riggs 
sounded like it could be a cool nickname for a 
greenkeeper so I went with it. I assumed. And you 
all know the saying that goes along with the word 
assume. 
 
We now need to right this wrong that I started 
and have perpetuated for the past two decades. 
Please join me by uniting together in the 
formation of the T. H. Riggs Miller Appreciation 
Society which will allow us to petition the board 
to revise our history. A true greenkeeping 
industry pioneer, Thomas Henry Riggs-Miller 
deserves nothing less. 
 


